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MPISSN’s Boots & Bling Annual Dinner and Auction 
Corralled Some Fun-lovin’ Folks, Installed the 2019-2020 

Leadership Team, and Raised Funds for the Chapter! 

SACRAMENTO/
SIERRA NEVADA
CHAPTER

ConneCts

 MPISSN’s annual dinner and auction 
marked MPISSN’s biggest and 
concluding event of the 2018-
2019 program year!  Read all 
about it beginning on page 4 
through 6, including photos of 
the evening.

 Past-president Felicia Price, 
CMP, installed the 2019-2020 Board 
of Directors which includes the following: 
President Rachel Hickerson, CMP - Advocacy 
& Management Group, Inc.; President-Elect 
Kelly Rocha, McClellan Hospitality; Immediate 
Past President Lynda Sagar, Sheraton 
Grand; Vice President Finance Paula Currie, 
CMP - Assoc. of CA Water Agencies; Vice 
President Membership Lauren Siring, CMP 
- Monterey County CVB; Vice President 
Communications Jessica Counts - CA Hotel & 
Lodging Assoc.; Vice President Education & 
Events Kristine Van Winkle, CMP, CASE, CTE 
- Marriott International; Director of Strategic 
Alliance Sulema Peterson - Sulema Peterson 
& Associates; Director of Recruitment & 
Retention Alisha Scully, CMP - Sacramento 
Marriott Rancho Cordova; Director of PR 
& Communications Jeff Dougherty, Visit 
Sacramento; Director of Education Cynthia 
DeOliver, CMP - The Utopia Group; Director 
of Special Events Ali Noyer - Noble House 
Hotels & Resorts.

Like us on 
Facebook

Connect with us on 
LinkedIn

Follow us on 
Twitter

Follow us on 
Instagram

boots 

20

19 MPISSN ANNUAL

DINNER & AUCTIO
N

Lauren Siring receives President’s Award 
from Lynda Sagar.

http://www.mpi.org/ssn
https://www.mpiweb.org/chapters/sacramento-sierra-nevada
https://www.facebook.com/MPISACRAMENTO
http://www.linkedin.com/groups/MPI-Sacramento-Sierra-Nevada-Chapter-4640049?gid=4640049&mostPopular=&trk=tyah
https://twitter.com/MPISSN
https://www.instagram.com/mpissnchapter/?hl=en


www.mpi.org/ssn MPISSN Connects2 • Summer 2019

Meeting Professionals International 
Sacramento/Sierra Nevada Chapter 
shapes and defines the meeting 
and event industry in the greater 
Sacramento/Sierra Nevada region.
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A messAge from 
the President
By Lynda Sagar

Lynda Sagar
2018-2019 MPISSN President
Senior Sales Executive
Sheraton Grand Sacramento

What?  2018-2019 year is coming 
to a close?  This year has been 
full of innovation and change.  
We have successfully integrated 
our website into the MPI Global 
Website.  Shout out to Amy Orr, 
CMP of ORRganized Events for 
your behind the scene work.  We 

appreciate you.  The other little BIG change was that all MPI Chapters began 
the Chapter Administrator Program.  This was another big leap in to making MPI 
united as one.  

Thank you to the 2018-2019 board members Felicia Price, Rachel Hickerson, 
Kelly Rocha, Jessica Counts, Lauren Siring and Lauren Pontier, Kristine Van 
Winkle, Christina Hake, Cynthia DeOliver and Paula Currie.  You have been 
wonderful partners and made a difference to me, the Chapter and our Members.   

Thank you to all our Key Partners and Hosts for the 2018-2019 year.  We hope 
that you have received everything you expected from being our partners.  

Key Partners: Visit Concord, Meet Los Angeles, Visalia Convention Center, Marin 
Convention & Visitors Bureau, Visit Sacramento, Sonoma County, Riverside 
Convention & Visitors Bureau, Avery Murphy LLC, California Meeting + Events, 
eventready, STL and Steve Pate-Newberry

Hosts: Embassy Suites Sacramento Riverfront, O’Club at McClellan, Party 
Concierge, Mulvaney’s B&L, Sheraton Grand Sacramento Hotel, Old Spaghetti 
Factory, The Murieta Inn & Spa, Dante Club, Westin Sacramento, Downtown 
& Vine, The Club House at Cal Expo, Capitol Event Center, The Flamingo and 
Courtyard D’ORO.  

As I am writing my last President’s Message I am reflecting on all the important 
connections I have made throughout the year.  Connections near and far.  
Connections made personally and connections made professionally.  I am thankful 
for you, the membership, for having faith in me Leading the Future of our Chapter 
to the next level.    

Sincerely,

http://www.mpi.org/ssn
https://www.mpiweb.org/chapters/sacramento-sierra-nevada
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Top Performing
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Overall Excellence

MPISSN’s Annual Board Retreat  
“fruitful” in many ways!

Thank you to our host venue! MPISSN’s current and future 
Board of Directors met in Santa 
Rosa, California May 5-7, 2019 for 

the annual board planning retreat.  
The gathering bore many fruits as 

directors worked diligently to create 
the business plan, budget and calendar 

for MPISSN’s 2019-2020 program year. 
The annual retreat is a critical time with 

intentional focus given to the well-being of 
the chapter, and meaningful offerings and 

experiences for its members. Additionally, seasoned and 
new directors worked hard to transition roles and provide 
continuity for seamless and sweet success!

 Of course the fruits of Sonoma County were 
abundant!  MPISSN extends its heartfelt thanks to its 
partners and friends who created amazing environments 
and opportunities for effective work and important 
teambuilding.

 Sonoma County Tourism’s Erika Costa worked with Rachel 
Hickerson to ensure that the board had a good taste of all 
that Sonoma has to offer!  MPISSN’s host venue, Flamingo 
Conference Resort and Hotel and its Sales Manager Ashley 
Barndt, made sure everyone enjoyed great comfort with 
top notch meeting rooms, sleep rooms, and food and 
beverage.  

 Gina Noto of Hyatt Regency Sonoma 
Wine Country treated the group to a fabulous 
site tour of her property — complete with 
bubbly — before all boarded a luxury shuttle 
to The Vintner’s Inn and the famed 
John Ash & Co.  Greeted by Robert 
Jones, Corporate Meetings and Events Sales Manager, MPISSN directors 
enjoyed a site tour before sitting down for a “winemaker’s dinner” like no other.  
Winemaker Rebekah Deike of Ferrari-Carano Winery offered wine education 
on the pairings as well as expert insights as all savored and sipped the delicious 
wines and courses. 

 Indeed, it was fruitful.  MPISSN encourages member outreach to these venues 
and suppliers to fully see how “Life Opens Up” when you’re in Sonoma County!
 

http://www.mpi.org/ssn
https://www.flamingoresort.com/
https://www.sonomacounty.com/meetings-groups
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A hootin’ good time for 175 guests who dressed in their 
favorite country-western bling for a night of an Old 
Sacramento style hoedown! 

The 2019-2020 MPISSN Board of Directors were installed, 
with Rachel Hickerson as our fearless President and Trail Boss 
– designating this the year of “Lassoing Vision into Reality.”  
As Rachel takes the reins, she honored Lynda Sagar with 
a gift for her valued commitment to MPISSN, serving two 
consecutive terms as President.

The presentation of MPISSN’s charitable fundraising dollars 
represented another important element of the evening. 
Community Outreach Chair Vannessa Jackson presented Kristi 
Maryman, Special Events Manager for Sacramento SPCA with 
a check for $1,503.

The MPISSN Annual Dinner and Auction is not only a time 
to meet up and have fun with fellow industry friends and 
colleagues, it’s a major fundraiser for the chapter, financing 
future educational programs and overall operating budget.  
As of this date of publication, financial reports indicate that 
the anticipated fundraising goals were exceeded!

We couldn’t do this without 
the support of our 

valued sponsors 
and dedicated 
volunteers. 

Thanks Y’all!

A big shout out to 
2019 Annual Event 

Committee: 
Chair, Mary 
Cook, Laura 
Bohannon, 
Kristen 

Broddrick, Carolyn Brown, 
Susan Crane, Marques 

Davison, Sulema Peterson, 
Terri Schrader and 

Aaryn Val.

There was a hootin’ and a hollerin’ 

at Boots &

By Mary Cook, CMP,  Alegria Destination & Events 
Annual Dinner and Auction Chair

boots 

A few committee members take a photo break before the 
event begins. From left to right: Sulema Peterson, Laura 
Bohannon, Emma Bohannon and Carolyn Brown. 
See more photos on page 6!

http://www.mpi.org/ssn
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Thank you to our Sponsors!
Courtyard d’Oro – For providing a beautiful, historic 
venue that highlighted our annual theme perfectly.

Reno-Sparks Convention and Visitors Authority – 
Reception sponsor with a BIG Howdy!

Ontario Convention & Visitors Bureau – Bar sponsor 
who donated our Super Star Volunteer, Aaryn Val.

The Party Concierge – For years of contribution 
to Event Décor to MPISSN and this year was no 
exception, Bravo!

Creative Coverings – Outstanding table linens 
throughout the reception and dining room.  Lauren 
Rocks!

Mr. DJ / Mike Regan – For multitasking as DJ, MC 
and Auctioneer, while wearing a cowboy hat.

Your Meeting Pro / Laura Bohannon – For providing 
cold, refreshing beverages in 100 degree weather. 
Good thinking Laura!

Sulema Peterson and Associates – Entertainment 
Sponsor whose valued advice is greatly appreciated 


Helwig Winery – Wasn’t a party without your 
delicious wine at every table, Cheers!

Explore Elk Grove – Memorable photos by Party 
Pixel Booths

Visit Sacramento – River City Root Beer Bar was a 
welcomed treat from the heat!

Marriott – Hotel donations to the Silent/Live auction 
and valued employees, Kristine Van Winkle & Terri 
Schrader.

Advantage Presentation Services – For providing 
audio/visual equipment and knowledgeable 
technicians.

Steve Pate-Newberry Photography – Providing a 
ringer, Kenny Pringle, and committing to MPISSN.

Alegria Destination & Events – Countless hours of 
blood, sweat and smiles.

Sacramento Production & Lighting – For production 
consultation and CAD drawings.

Event Ready – Online registration services.

Sacramento Theatrical Lighting – Big O’ Signs and 
Checks!

Embassy Suites Sacramento Riverfront Promenade – 
Courtesy discounted room block for out-of-towners.

http://www.mpi.org/ssn
http://www.courtyarddoro.com
https://www.visitrenotahoe.com/about-rscva/
https://gocvb.org/discover/ontario
http://www.partyconcierge.com
https://creativecoverings.com/
http://www.mrdjservice.com
http://www.yourmeetingpro.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/sulemapeterson?lipi=urn%3Ali%3Apage%3Ad_flagship3_profile_view_base_contact_details%3BZPsER%2FjQSaOjb0wHCnSxCw%3D%3D
https://www.helwigwinery.com/
https://exploreelkgrove.com/
https://partypixelbooths.com/
https://partypixelbooths.com/
https://www.visitsacramento.com/
http://www.marriott.com
http://www.advantagepresentations.com
https://spn-photography.smugmug.com/
http://www.alegriadestinationandevents.com
http://www.sacproduction.com
https://www.eventready.com/
https://www.stlltd.com/
https://embassysuites3.hilton.com/en/hotels/california/embassy-suites-by-hilton-sacramento-riverfront-promenade-SACESES/index.html
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http://www.mpi.org/ssn
https://spn-photography.smugmug.com/
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MPISSN’s 2018-2019 Charity  
Sacramento SPCA wrap-up

Thank you on behalf of the Sacramento SPCA staff and 
animals to MPI members and networks for raising over 
$1,500 for animals in-need! As the only non-profit shelter 
in the Sacramento area, we rely on individuals and 
organizations to provide monetary and in-kind support to 
fund life-saving programs including low cost spay/neuter, low 
cost vaccinations, youth programs, medical services, adoption 
programs and so much more. We couldn’t be more grateful 

We are excited to share that the Assistance League of 
Sacramento has been selected as this upcoming year’s 
beneficiary of MPISSN’s charitable efforts. Assistance League 
of Sacramento is local volunteers transforming the lives of 
children and adults through community programs. Assistance 
League offers a wide range of support and services to those 
in need and those in transitional life situations. 

In 2018-19, Assistance League provided 5,100 children 
in 40 local schools with clothing and books to enhance 
literacy. Over 3,200 victims of sex trafficking, sexual 
assault and homelessness received hygiene products, 
clothing and housing starter kits. The organization gave 
90 foster youth transitioning from residential care to 
independent living the essentials for bed, bath and kitchen. 

In addition, Assistance League provided cuddly teddy 
bears to calm and comfort 2,900 children in trauma 
situations and adults with memory impairment. Scholarships 

awarded to 24 community college students with difficult life 
circumstances will help them to complete their education.

Let’s come together to support a great cause. Here are 
ways you can support Assistance League of Sacramento:

•	 Purchase raffle tickets at all upcoming MPISSN 
events. All proceeds go towards the Assistance 
League of Sacramento.

•	 Shop at Fabulous Finds on Fulton, 2751 Fulton Ave., 
Sacramento, CA 9582; this upscale resale shop helps 
fund programs and services.

•	 Donate your gently used clothing, shoes, jewelry, home 
décor and housewares to Fabulous Finds on Fulton. 

•	 Join and become a member volunteer. More informa-
tion found on assistanceleague.org/sacramento.

•	 Support the annual direct mail appeal in the fall of 
2019 and Big Day of Giving campaign on May 7, 
2020.

that we have been selected as your charitable partner for 
2018-2019. We hope to work with you again in the future. 
To learn more about the SSPCA and how to get involved year 
round, visit sspca.org. 

Kristi Maryman,
SSPCA Special Events Manager 

MPISSN selects 2019-2020 Charity

http://www.mpi.org/ssn
http://www.sspca.org/
https://www.assistanceleague.org/sacramento/
http://sspca.org/
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Karalee Adams, Awards Chair 

Christine Bauders, Coffee, Cocktails & Content Co-Chair

Veronica Chinn, CMP, Trade Show Co-Chair

Mary Cook, CMP, Annual Event Chair 

Marques Davison, Advertising Chair

Betsie Elwood, Member Retention Chair

Christine Feenstra, Social Media Chair 

Vanessa Jackson, Trade Show Co-Chair

Deb Kurtti, Graphics Chair

Cathy Murnighan, CMP, CMP Study Group Lead  

Ali Noyer, Sip & Swirl Chair

Amy Orr, CMP, Website Chair

Sulema Peterson, Publications Chair

Terri Schrader, CMP, Audit Chair

Thinking about getting involved as a 
committee member, chair or co-chair? 

Contact krocha@mcclellanhospitality.com for more information. 

Your 2018-2019 MPISSN 
Committee Chairs

2018-2019 MPISSN
Board of Directors

Lynda Sagar, President

Rachel Hickerson, President-Elect

Felicia Price, CMP, Immediate Past President

Kristine Van Winkle, CMP, CASE, CTE, VP Education & Events

Lauren Pontier,  VP Finance

Jessica Counts, VP Communications

Kelly Rocha, VP Membership

Cynthia DeOliver, CMP, Director of Education

Vacant,   Director of Special Events

Christina Hake, CMP,  Director of Strategic Alliance

Paula Currie, CMP, Director of PR and Communications

Lauren Siring, CMP, Director of Recruitment & Retention

A WARM WELCOME TO OUR 
NEW AND AFFILIATE MEMBERS

Emmalee Duffen 
The Linux Foundation   

Meliss Garramone 
Vail Resorts Tahoe Collection   

Patricia Gomez 
Whitney Peak Hotel   

Madison Hall 
Student     

Elizabeth Pemberton 
Embassy Suites Monterey-Seaside     

Shannon Rutledge 
Student     

Teri Schloemer 
GES    

Andrew Smith 
Fresno/Clovis Convention & Visitors Bureau   

Kelly Spain 
Team Building ROI   

Yush Sztalkoper     

Bridget Tarzwell 
Print Infinite   

Sina Tate 

M
em

bers Make Things Happen!

http://www.mpi.org/ssn
mailto:krocha%40mcclellanhospitality.com?subject=
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SACRAMENTO/
SIERRA NEVADA

CHAPTER

     
      

     Sip & Swirl! 

We appreciate our members!

SAVE THE DATE! JULY 16, 2019 
Membership Appreciation Event

MPISSN appreciates YOU!

As we kick off the 2019-2020 term 
MPISSN would love to see you!  Come 
join MPISSN and your fellow chapter 
members for our annual members-
only Sip & Swirl event at the Sequoia 
at the Cannery from 4 p.m. – 6:30 
p.m.  This is an opportunity to network, 
visit with old friends and new, sip a 
drink, grab a bite, and have some fun.  
Attendees also will hear about all the 

4:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.
Registration now open!
A FREE event for members!

1601 Alhambra Blvd.,  
Suite 200

chapter’s opportunities for volunteers 
and how to be involved in ways that 
best suit your time and availability.

Co-Chairs of Sip & Swirl are 
Cristi Harris and Skye Barnes in 
collaboration with the Sequoia at the 
Cannery and Mama Kim’s Catering.
Sip & Swirl is a FREE members only 
event.

http://www.mpi.org/ssn
https://www.mpiweb.org/chapters/sacramento-sierra-nevada/education-events/event/2019/07/16/mpi-global-calendar/2019-sip-swirl-membership-appreciation-event
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SponSor

Spotlight

The California coast is the quintessential location for 
meetings seeking inspirational beauty. Among all the 
picturesque destinations in Southern California, there is 
only one place where sophisticated allure and heightened 
attention take small meetings to the next level: Newport 
Beach. It is rare to find a destination with equal parts 
charm and polish: a unique duality of rustic coves and 
quaint islands blending seamlessly with upscale districts 
and refined retreats. This casual glamour sets the scene for 
meetings up to 500 rooms to access real sea level-meets 
next-level experiences. 

ALL WITHIN YOUR REACH

Proximity to Orange County’s award-winning John Wayne 
Airport (and two additional airports just beyond the 
borders) offers accessibility and convenience for your 
attendees. An easy, one-hour drive from San Diego or 
Los Angeles also places your group freeway-close to such 
popular attractions as Disneyland, Knott’s Berry Farm and 
Universal Studios Hollywood. Looking for an effortless 
transition from morning sessions to afternoon sunshine? 
Thanks to stellar year-round weather, waterfront venues 
and accommodations, your attendees will be steps away 
from an offsite to remember. 

ONLY IN NEWPORT BEACH 

As groups can attest, having access to the largest small-
yacht harbor in the United States (home to everything from 
gorgeous luxury yachts to adventurous paddle boarders) 
offers limitless opportunities for fun on the water. A 
Newport Beach original, 12-person electric Duffy boats 
are an instagrammable-opportunity to enjoy time with your 
crew. In fact, scavenger hunts aboard Duffy boats have 

become a favorite (and award-winning) choice for planners 
seeking fun team-building activities. For an evening of 
historic fun, a sunset cocktail reception aboard the historic 
127-seat Wild Goose (John Wayne’s former yacht) is a 
great way to experience Newport Harbor.

A PLACE FOR YOUR GROUP TO SHINE

Whether your group longs to play a course designed by 
Tom Fazio, or prefers a breezy tour of the Back Bay estu-
aries via kayak, the options for a healthy team excursion 
are endless. The best way to tour everything from beauti-
fully constructed mansions, to rows of boutique shops to 
coastal paved trails is with a Pedego Electric Bike, where 
a group can roll or zip from boardroom to boardwalk. 
Ready to gather for a reception? Look to a multitude of 
sun-drenched indoor and outdoor venues, as well as group-
friendly restaurants serving California-fresh classics and 
gourmet originals.

YOUR SMALL MEETING IS BIG BUSINESS TO 
VISIT NEWPORT BEACH

In a destination known for a charming duality of luxury 
without pretention, the well-seasoned experts at Visit New-
port Beach can inspire a program plan based on a group’s 
unique needs. This award-winning team delivers more re-
sources, talent and focus to the small meetings market than 
any other destination. Qualifying sponsorship and year-
round meeting planner incentives, along with local partner 
and exclusive venue opportunities, make Newport Beach an 
all-around win for you and your group. Journey beyond the 
expected options for your next program and contact the 
destination experts at Visit Newport Beach today! 
MeetingsNB.com 

Newport Beach: SoCal’s Solution to Elevated Small Meetings

Thank you Visit Newport Beach 
for sponsoring MPISSN’s April 4 
Education Luncheon and Global 

Meetings Industry Day!

http://www.mpi.org/ssn
https://www.visitnewportbeach.com/
http://MeetingsNB.com
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      START WITH THE

VISIT NEWPORT BEACH CREW

           AND PULL  AHEAD WITH A  

              GREAT MEETING SOLUTION. 

   There is a place where location, inspiration, and flexibility all
work together for meetings that cruise from concept to completion.
Let our award winning group sales team pull for you.

VNB_2019 MPISSN_Ad_FIN.indd   1 6/17/19   3:30 PM

http://www.mpi.org/ssn
https://www.visitnewportbeach.com/
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Tuesday, September 17, 2019

MPISSN’s next workshop and education luncheon!
Watch for more information coming soon!

Future education dates:

September 17, 2019
November 19, 2019

December 16-17, 2019 @ 
CalSAE’s Seasonal Spectacular

February 18, 2020
April 2, 2020

http://www.mpi.org/ssn
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http://www.mpi.org/ssn
https://www.visalia.city/depts/convention_center/
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WHAT IS COFFEE, COCKTAILS & CONTENT?

A FREE informal gathering which includes interactive facilitated 
discussion about timely, useful topics for the ever-learning 
meeting professional.

Held at various locations, three times per year.  No host 
coffee, cocktails and bites.

Up next:
On March 14, 2019, MPISSN enjoyed a 
nice gathering for our last Coffee, Cocktails 
and Content of the 2018-2019 term when 
we shared stories of how best to work with 
difficult people. The networking event was 
appropriately titled – Want Some Cheese with 
your “Whine”?

MPISSN’s Christina Bauders facilitated the 
event and Downtown & Vine provided a relaxing atmosphere.

With appreciation and applause for their time and experiences shared, thank 
you to our speakers of the evening Megan Hemming, Professional Development 
Director of the California Special Districts Association, and Elizabeth Graham, 
Deputy Director of the California Fuels and Convenience Alliance.  We all 
walked away with great takeaways and best practices to keep in mind for the 
next time when we might find ourselves working with difficult colleagues, and 
wanting some cheese with our “whine.” Thank you both!

A shout out of appreciation to Clark Sikora of the Embassy Suites by Hilton – 
Sacramento Riverfront Promenade and Leena Riggs of the Rancho Cordova 
Travel & Tourism for sponsoring delicious savory bites provided by Downtown & 
Vine.  Nice touch you two!

SAVE THE DATES for upcoming 
2019-2020 Coffee, Cocktails 
and Content events, and watch for 
updates coming soon!

October 17, 2019 
Topic - Just Breathe – Keeping Calm 
During the Stress and Chaos of an 
Event

January 16, 2020  
Topic – Planning for Option B – How 
to Handle a Situation That’s Gone 
Wrong

March 12, 2020  
Topic – To be determined

We’d like to hear some suggestions 
from you.  What would you like 
to talk about? What are some 
hot topics you’d like to hear more 
about?

Contact Ali Noyer – Director of 
Special Events:  

Ali.Noyer@yahoo.com

RECAP of March 14 CCC: Whine and cheese it was!

http://www.mpi.org/ssn
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Volunteer of the Quarter  
Vannessa Jackson

Vannessa Jackson has been a member for just about two years but in that time she 
has already made huge contributions to the chapter!  She co-chaired MPISSN’s 2019 
Derby Days Trade Show with Veronica Chinn and she concurrently accepted the duties of 
Community Outreach Chair for the balance of the year, coordinating charity raffle tasks 
for the April education luncheon. She also assisted the chapter in its efforts to review and 
select the 2019-2020 charity. 

HelmsBriscoe Manager, Global Accounts

When MPISSN shared with Vannessa that she had been selected as Volunteer of the Quarter, she reponded, “I am so 
honored and surprised!! Thank you so much for this very special recognition. I really appreciate it, I try to do my best and give 
my all.”  We asked her a few questions so members can know her story! 

How long have you been in the industry and how did you get your start?  
I have been in the hospitality for over 20 years with various Marriott Hotel 
properties. I decided almost three years ago to transition into being a meeting 
planner with HelmsBriscoe. I discovered I could still work with my clients, and I can 
assist them with their meetings and events from start to finish. I have learned a lot in 
the last three years.

How did you get involved with MPISSN? 
Working in the hospitality business, I have always known about MPI so when I 
switched over to meeting planning, I made sure that I joined MPI to be able to work 
with and meet great people. I got involved with volunteering so I can learn more 
about the meeting planning world and to get involved with fellow members.

What do you like most about volunteering? 
I love to volunteer and help out when and where I 
can. Volunteering is very fulfilling; you are helping 
an organization or a cause that can affect someone 
or some thing’s livelihood. When I see the results of 
the volunteer work that I do, it makes it all worth it!!

What do you like to do in your spare time? 
Hobbies, etc.?
In my spare time I like to spend time with my family 
(kids and grandkids), travel with my husband all 
around the United States  and Caribbean, and 
watch TV. Also, love to go on evening walks with my 
dog.

What else do you want to share with your fellow meeting industry professionals?
I like to thank my fellow members for being so friendly and open. I have truly enjoyed being a member of MPI.

http://www.mpi.org/ssn
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•  Up to $3,000 off your master bill

•  Access from 3 primary metro airports

•  Over 75,000 sq. feet of flexible space

•  Lodging at 9 major hotels

•  Variety of after-meeting options from  
    outdoor activities to eclectic dining

For more 
information, contact  
info@VisitConcordCA.com  
or 925-685-1182
VisitConcordCA.com/Meetings

Just 29 miles east of San Francisco,  
there are plenty of reasons to choose 
Concord, California for your meeting. 

2019 Derby Days Trade Show and Global 
Meetings Industry Day Celebration

Attendees donned amazing hats and fascinators! Marykay Lui of Long Beach CVB won the hat contest!

MPISSN’s annual trade show was held on April 4, 2019 at 
The Club House at Cal Expo, overlooking the racetrack. 

Speakers from 
CalSAE, SGMP and 
Visit Sacramento 
addressed the 
importance of the 
meetings industry to 
the region and the 
larger economy. 

http://www.mpi.org/ssn
https://www.visitconcordca.com/
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In The Know     by Jeff Dougherty, Visit Sacramento

Travel Industry 
Snowfall Impact

With record-breaking snowfall, Lake Tahoe resorts had a 
great year. California and Nevada ski lodges had 7.3 million 
visits which was a 17 percent increase from last year and 
an 11 percent increase above the 10-year average. Resorts 
stayed open for an average of 145 days, which was sixteen 
days longer than last year. And with a 213 percent above 
average snowfall in February, many hotels plan to keep their 
doors open longer. SBJ, 5/15/19 

Hotels 
The Las Vegas Strip is getting a new five-star hotel. It will 
be 45 stories and have 720 rooms. It will also include 10 
floors of convention and meeting spaces, dining outlets and 
a wellness-focused medical spa. The budget for the project is 
$850 million and is projected to open in the first quarter of 
2023. Meetings Today, 5/20/19

Our Neck of the Wood

Michelin Guide 
Sacramento had three restaurants make the Michelin guide’s 
Bib Gourmand list. This catalog highlights affordable 
restaurants that cost under $40 for two courses and a glass of 
wine or dessert. Canon, Mother and Frank Fat’s are now in the 
esteemed guide. Sacramento Bee, 5/28/19

The Kitchen has received a Michelin star. The Selland Family 
Restaurant serves five-course, fixed-price meals at $135 per 
person, along with a 22 percent service charge. SBJ, 6/3/19

Sacramento had 10 restaurants receive plates in the 
Micheline Guide California. These establishments were 
Mulvaney’s B&L, Zócalo, Localis, Mayahuel, Ella, Grange, 
Allora, Ming Dynasty, Binchoyaki and Bacon & Butter. Michelin 
Guide, 6/4/19

Travelers 
Travelers to Sacramento spent $4.06 billion last year. This is 
a 5.9 percent increase in total spending from last year which 
supported 31,290 jobs, a majority of which were in food 
service and accommodations. Travelers spent $440.8 million, 
a 7 percent increase, on accommodations and $886.2 million, 
a 3.9 percent increase, on food service in the county last 
year. The main contributing factors to this were the recovery 
of the economy from the recession and, most importantly, the 
evolution of Sacramento. With events like the Farm-to-Fork-

Festival and the Golden 1 Center, Sacramento is starting 
to become known for more than politics and business. SBJ, 
5/7/19

Sacramento County was named as one of the top 10 
California tourism powerhouses by Visit California. The article 
highlighted the changing landscape of Sacramento from a 
historical and business town into a city with an exciting urban 
center filled with up and coming dining, entertainment and 
art. Travel Matters, 5/19

Our Friends

Lake Tahoe 
Lake Tahoe was named one of the top 100 sustainable 
tourism destinations in the world. This announcement was 
made at the Sustainable Destinations Top 100 program’s fifth 
year showcase in Berlin. Not only did Lake Tahoe place in the 
top 100, it also received second in “Best in Nature” category 
behind the Dutch Quality Coast Delta in the Netherlands. 
These awards were a huge honor due to the hard work 
of the Lake Tahoe Visitors Authority in promoting, “car-less 
vacations, educational programs, beach clean-ups and trail 
building opportunities along with best practices to become 
stewards of the lake” according to their president, Carol 
Chaplin. Northern Nevada Business View, 5/9/19 

Palm Springs 
Taco Bell will be opening a temporary boutique hotel in Palm 
Springs called The Bell on Aug. 9. It will include a salon where 
fans can get nail art and hairstyles inspired by the brand and 
be the home where new menu offerings will be introduced. 
The hotel can be booked starting next month. Skift, 5/16/19

http://www.mpi.org/ssn
https://www.bizjournals.com/sacramento/news/2019/05/15/record-snowfall-brought-7-3-million-visitors-to.html
https://www.meetingstoday.com/magazines/article-details/articleid/33534/title/majestic-las-vegas-new-five-star-hotel-approved
https://www.sacbee.com/food-drink/restaurants/article230804664.html
https://www.bizjournals.com/sacramento/news/2019/06/03/the-kitchen-receives-a-michelin-star.html?iana=hpmvp_sac_news_headline
https://guide.michelin.com/us/en/california/restaurants/the-plate-michelin?lat=38.56357044928097&lon=-121.46783999999997&radius=6648.665008787538
https://guide.michelin.com/us/en/california/restaurants/the-plate-michelin?lat=38.56357044928097&lon=-121.46783999999997&radius=6648.665008787538
https://www.bizjournals.com/sacramento/news/2019/05/07/travelers-to-sacramento-spent-4-06-billion-in-2018.html
https://www.bizjournals.com/sacramento/news/2019/05/07/travelers-to-sacramento-spent-4-06-billion-in-2018.html
https://travelmattersca.com/Travel-Hub/Top-10-cities-and-counties-powered-by-tourism
https://www.nnbusinessview.com/news/lake-tahoe-named-top-100-tourism-destination-thanks-to-epic-collaboration/
https://skift.com/2019/05/16/taco-bell-will-open-a-boutique-hotel-this-summer/
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Thank You Key Partners!
DiamonD LeveL

emeraLD LeveL

ruby LeveL

MPISSN 
values these 
Key Partners!  
Their support 
helps MPISSN 

strengthen and 
expand upon 
our member 
commitment. 

Sapphire LeveL

meDia partner regiStration 
partner

photography 
partner

http://www.mpi.org/ssn
https://www.discoverlosangeles.com/meetla
https://www.visitconcordca.com/
http://visitsacramento4-px.rtrk.com/conventions-meetings/
http://www.averymurphy.com/
http://riversidecvb.com/
http://www.visalia.city/depts/convention_center/
https://www.sonomacounty.com/meetings-groups
https://ca.meetingsmags.com/california-me-best-2018-winners
http://eventready.com/
https://spn-photography.smugmug.com/
https://www.visitmarin.org/default.aspx

